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Spotlight on Board Member George Vermilya

In the fall of 2000, George Vermilya along with other local estate planners was invited to participate in a fundraising event at
Miriam’s House. As George ate his breakfast that morning he listened to the stories of a few residents and was very
impressed with the women and the successes they had achieved during their time at Miriam’s House. 

George takes pride in supporting Miriam’s House because he understands that “life isn’t perfect” and “couldn’t imagine what it
would be like to be homeless and not to have the security of a home for his family”. He praises Miriam’s House because it isn’t
simply a shelter; it helps the residents to develop the necessary skills needed for independent living. 

George has enjoyed the personal interactions he has had with residents during his time as a Board Member; such as the recent Thanksgiving Dinner he was able
to share with the residents. Events such as the dinner help to remind George why he continues to dedicate his time and effort to a program such as Miriam’s
House. Within the next ten years, George would love to see homelessness eradicated but believes it may become more of an issue with the aging “baby-boomer”
generation due to insufficient retirement accounts and substantial cut backs in government spending, thus why he believes supporting a program like Miriam’s
House is so important. 

A native of Richlands, Virginia, George moved to Lynchburg after receiving his M.B.A. from William and Mary in 1984 to join the investment department of
First Colony Life Insurance Company. George is a Chartered Financial Analyst and currently a portfolio manager and principal of Flippin, Bruce and Porter.  His
volunteer service, in addition to being treasurer and a board member of Miriam’s House includes the Vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and the boards of
Lynchburg Neighborhood Development Foundation and Lynchburg Area Development Corporation. George and his wife, Dea, have three children, a daughter
who is graduate of Sweet Briar and currently living in Washington, D.C. and two sons who are students at Hampden-Sydney College.

Spotlight on Hannaleigh Pierce

After watching an episode of Oprah - Hannaleigh Pierce was very upset to find out that
there were people in this world that did not have a home. She asked her mother what
she could do to help solve this problem in her local community and her mother sug-

gested helping Miriam's House. 

Once Hannaleigh had decided she would help Miriam's House, she needed a plan. Her 12th
birthday was approaching and she decided to ask her friends if they could simply donate
money to her cause in lieu buying her a gift. Hannaleigh raised over $80 for Miriam's House
through her efforts at her birthday sleepover. Most recently, Hannaleigh brought by another
donation of $40 that she collected from family over Christmas. Hannaleigh is currently in the

6th grade at James River Day School and aspires to some day become an archaeologist. All of the other children at
Miriam's House thank you Hannaleigh for your wonderful gift!
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Miriam’s House Raises its Roof

With water pouring through our ceilings, what was once a sporadic problem 
suddenly became an emergent need. MH quickly embarked on a grant-writing
campaign to successfully raise over $30,000 to completely replace our roof. A

big THANK YOU now goes out to the Easley Foundation, the Greater Lynchburg
Community Trust, Gerdy Construction, and philanthropist, Mary Jane Dolan for our new
dazzling roof. Keeping our residents safe, warm and dry is paramount to providing 
transitional housing and preserving our building for the future. We thank you! 

Miriam’s House Partner Agencies in the Local Community:
Adult Learning Center
Bedford Domestic Violence Center 
Centra Health
Central Virginia Community Service Board
Department of Rehabilitative Services
Dominion Day Services- Mental Health Support Services 
EHS Mental Health Support Services 
Elizabeth's Early Learning Center 

Family Alliance Healthy Families Program
Interfaith Outreach Association 
Isaiah's Wardrobe- clothing closet at Grace Church 
LYN-CAG- Hand Up Lodge 
Lynchburg City Schools - Sheila Clements 
Lynchburg Dept. of Social Services- TANF, VIEW, SNAP
Lynchburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority
Presbyterian Homes and Family Services 
Salvation Army- Hope House 

The Center for Wellness and Recovery 
The Daily Bread
The Food Bank 
The Junior League of Lynchburg
The Parent Center at Central VA Community Service Board 
VA Cooperative Extension
YMCA
YWCA

Miriam’s House Presents: 
“Healthy Families”

A Five-part Expert Speaking Series
March 26, 2011-June 18, 2011

“Free” to the General Public
Child-care provided free of charge! 

Sponsored by:
The Junior League of Lynchburg & Lynchburg City Schools

Hosted by:
Miriam’s House, Elizabeth’s Early Learning Center, & VA Cooperative Extension 

Dates, Expert Presenters & Topics for series

• Saturday, 3/26 @ 9AM-10:30AM, Sandy Slack, Brain Development 
• Saturday, 5/21 @ 9AM-10:30AM, Jeanne Davidson Booth, PhD, & Virginia Huntington, MSW,

Effective Parenting Skills 
• Saturday, 6/4  @ 9AM-10:30AM, Gail Briceland, Red Flags of Early Childhood Development   
• Saturday, 6/11 @ 9AM-10:30AM, Jan Baker of VA Cooperative Extension, Winning Foods 

for Children 
• Saturday, 6/18 @ 9AM-10:30AM, Susan Prilliman of VA Cooperative Extension, Steps to 

Family Fitness (newsletter series) 

To Register Call: 434-847-1101 Or Email: ashton@miriamshouseprogram.org
*All events will be held at Elizabeth’s Early Learning Center located at:

2320 Bedford Avenue Lynchburg, VA 24503-2751  
(434) 528-5698

M I L E SS T O N E SS

Fundraiser Proceeds to Benefit Miriam’s House: 
Lynchburg’s Angel Race 2011 

Our own “Swimmer Extraordinaire” Ellen Nygaard (Board President of MH), “Cyclist Queen” Mary Alex
(Executive Director of MH) & “Joyful Jogger” Anne Gibbons (Board Member of MH) are all going to participate 
as a team in the Angel’s Race to be held on May 1st . The triathlon includes a 300 meter swim, 25K bike and 5K
run. If you would like to show your support for their athletic prowess, you can go online to our website and make a
donation or send a check directly to Miriam’s House.  We thank you for cheering them on to victory (or at the very
least, completion).
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In honor of Mary Alex

Foundations/Grants
Gifts over $5,000

City of Lynchburg - CDBG 
Easley Foundation
Greater Lynchburg Community Trust
HEP Grant
Lynchburg City Schools
United Way WLC Grant

Gifts $2,000 to $5,000
Edgar B. Rouse Foundation

Gifts $1,000 to $1,999
Mary Jane Dolan
St. John’s Episcopal Church (grant)
The Junior League of Lynchburg
Wachovia Foundation

Gifts $200 to $999
Bank of the James
Community Foundation for the National Capital

Region - Matching gift
KVA Foundation
Merryman Charitable Foundation
Ntelos Foundation

Gifts $100 to $199
Retail Merchants Assocation
Bernard & Heidi Baldwin Private Foundation Trust
Cosby Charitable Trust

Business
Gifts $1,000 to $1,999

First Bank & Trust Company

Gifts $200 to $999
Electronic Design & Manufacturing Co.
Flippin, Bruce & Porter
Genworth Foundation - Matching Christmas gifts
Greif
Personal Homecare Inc.
Prototype Media, LLC
Richard A. Carrington III – Carrington Properties
TEVA Pharmaceuticals
The Episcopal Thrift Shop
Watts Petroleum Corp.

In honor of Anne Gibbons & Ellen Nygaard

Gifts up to $100
C.B.Fleet

Matching gift
Greif – Matching gift

Organizations
Gifts $200 to $999

Forest Hill Ruritan Club
Lynchburg College - Bonner Group
United Way of Richmond

Gifts $100 to $199
Dinner Club - Ann H. & Robert H. Wilson
La’ Chic Ette Club

Churches
Gifts $200 to $999

Grace Memorial Episcopal Church
Heritage United Methodist Church
Marsh Memorial United Methodist Women

Evening Circle
Peakland Baptist Church

Gifts $100 to $199
Bethany Methodist Church UMW
Fairview UMC Women Main Unit
First Presbyterian Church Women
Fort Hill UMC
Ladies of Charity – Holy Cross
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Timberlake Christian Church

Gifts up to $100
Centenary UMC
Women of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church
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Kristen Cooper
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Sheila Alexander William Keller Robert Poignant, Jr.
Lelia Battle Laura W. Keohane Elliott Schewel
Adele Beront Valerie Kestner Cherie Shallock
Nancy Beront Tesarova Lea Kate & Walker Sigler
Margaret Denhame Evelyn McMinn Michelle Simpson
Margaret Dunifon Tara Miles Jamie & Justin Stowe
Sheena & Leilah Ferrell Magnolia Foods Rick Swartzwelder
Kristi & Eddie Franklin Mary Jane & Herman Murray Lorie Ventara
Tom Gerdy Therese Namenek Pete & Patsy Warren
Maryann Goff Tom & Ellen Nygaard Jenipher Willoughby
Ann Houck Judith Perrotto Diann Wooldridge

Businesses
Howling Design
Krogers
Presbyterian Homes & Family Services
Prototype Media:

Publishers of the Central Virginia Bridal Guide
Saunders Brothers
Sweet Briar College Chaplain Office
Wachovia Bank
Westover Dairy

Organizations
Centra Health Resource Team
Class Vogue N Studio
Lodge of the Fishermen
Won by One, LLC  Volleyball Team
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Gifts of $5,000 or above

Anomymous

Gifts of $2,000 to $4,999
James Joseph Alex - In honor of Mary Alex
Regina E. Auth
Ronald H. Thelin, Jr.

Gifts of $1,000 to $1,999
Paul  & Selma Di Biasio - In honor of Mary Alex
Patricia B. Harrington
Gretchen H. Del Duca & William B. San Soucie
Dea & George J. Vermilya, Jr.

Gifts of $200 to $999
Aileen Alex - In honor of Rich, Jim & Nick Alex
Anne L., & John L. Alfieri
Kathleen H. & Gary F. Allen
Anonymous
Cynthia V. Bond
Teresa L. & Robert O. Brennan - In honor of Mary

Alex
Beth B. & Dave Burns
Sara S. Thomas & James K. Candler
Linda R. & Joseph Carroll
Lucy S. & Robert D. Cook
Esther L. Cosby - In memory of Bev Cosby
Charlynne M. & John M. Flippin
Sheila J. & Kenneth R. Garren
Patricia Gebhardt - In honor of Tom & Ellen

Nygaard
Leigh H. Giles
Cheryl W. & Dr. C. Richard Hackenbracht
R. Hammer
Laurie S. & Phillip C. Harris
Nita & Robert Hempfling
Pamela C. & John H. Hicks, Jr.
Joan S. Jones
Laura W. Keohane
Barbara W. & Parker H. Lee III

In honor of Mary Stuart Battle
Jennipher B. & H. Michael Lucado, Jr.
Diane & Nathan D. McClure
Shirley A. Mikkelson
Dennis W. Morton - In honor of Sarah Quarantotto
Pamela Parker-White
R. Gregory Porter III
Stephanie M. & Daniel F. Savage III
Paul M. Seufer

Stella  & Calvin Tanner
Katy M. & Gary T. Urquhart
Catherine D. Watts
Samuel H. Williams, Jr.

Gifts of $100 to $199
Ellen S. & Lloyd C. Agnew, Jr.
Sharon Q. & Lee S. Ainslie, Jr.
Carolyn & Alex Bell
V.H. & H. L. Bishop, Jr. - In honor of Mary Alex
Ann Jennings & Charles R. Buchanan
Jeanne & Frank H. Buhler

In honor of Joan S. Jones
Claudia Burrows - In honor of Meris Shuwarger
Virginia C. & Joel D. Carnefix
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Cawthorne
Patricia L. & Jason T. Clark
Karen L. & R. Drake Covey
Pauline B. Dickens
Adgie W. & Guy Dirom II
Ann R. Echols
Sue Porter Elson
Stuart C. & Mary C. Fauber
Paul F. Fitzgerald, MD
Jean T. & Kiah T. Ford III, MD
Doris L. & Gary L. Gantt

In honor of Rosie & Randy Gantt’s birthday
Frances & Don Giles

In honor of Dr. & Mrs. Eric Sorenson
Jodi K. & Michael A. Gillette
Coleen Gilliam
Debra S. & Robert J. Golcheski
Judith R. & Heywood L. Greenberg

In honor of Anne Gibbons
Maria A. Archetto & Ralph E. Hickman, Jr.
Tina L. Hill
Josephine J. Holt - In honor of Stella Tanner
George A. Hurt
Tom C. Jividen
Bonnie B. Kiger - In honor of Joan S. Jones
Hazel J. & Gary W. Kitts

In honor of Susan & Craig Smith & Julie &
Mike Drago

Tamara E. & Robert A Lemon, Jr.
Danielle Lewis
Stephanie Mason
Dianne C. & Wilbur G. Mendel
Judge Norman Moon
Mary Edith & R. Glenn Morris

Stacy Sterne Morris
In honor or Anne Gibbons & Chris Barrett

Jessica & Alexander M. Newmark
Margaret Nelson & William E. Phillips
Hannaleight Pierce
Carol J. & James A. Pollock
Catherine E. & J. Wesley R Robertson

In honor of Lelia Battle
Steven P. Ruhf
Winnifred C. & Herman R. Schenkel

In honor of Joan S. Jones
Marc A. Schewel
Helene P. Schewel
Judith G. & Stephen J. Schulz

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. William P. Harris
Iva W. Scott
Rachel I. & Michael G. Shenigo
Elizabeth McGee Smith

In honor of Joan S. Jones & Sheilia Garren
Jane B. & John E. Sowers, Sr.
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Gina Caldwell
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eubank
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Lucille Austin
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Eubank
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Geogory Harman
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Ms. Anne Nash
Irene & Dennis Sterne

In honor of Dr. & Mrs. Julius Sigler
Diane M. &  William M. Walker
Jessica B. Ward
Maureen & Paul Webb
Patty & Ken West
Florence Z. Wilder

Gifts up to $99
Jennifer Adams
Kelly H. Allamong
Betty W. Allee
Megan C. Annett
Kathy E. Arrowood
Alisa J. Ashby
Ranny B. & Jeff Aultice
Tara Austin

Teresa Bailey
Elizabeth K. Bambara
Cynthia G. Barber
Donna H. Barbour
Catherine M. & Bruner L. Barksdale

In honor of Ann Frank Harris Slaughter
Larry Bassett
Mary Stuart & G. Thomas Battle

In honor of Lelia Battle
Bonnie D. Benedict
Renee M. Bernard
Joanna Beverly - In honor of Jata Craighill
Carol S. & James W. Bierman

In honor of Beth B. Burns
Patricia R. & Harold A. Black
Dr. James E. Blackburn II
Mary-Douglass Boldrick
Debra S. Bort
Doris M. Bowling
Pamela S. Boydoh
Holly A. Brinkley
Sheila J. & Glenn S. Brooks
Glenn S. Brooks
Rhonda Brown
Elizabeth J. Brunson
Brandy C. Bryant
Veronica Bullock
Susan W. Burton
Michelle B. Cabell
Naomi W. & Colin S. Caldwell
Tamara L. Campbell
Ann J. Campfield - In honor of Joan S. Jones
Ryan Carboneau
Susan A. Carrington
Trina Wood Carter
Tyneshia D. Carter
Pamela S. Cash
Marcia A. & Charles J. Catalano

In honor of Dr. & Mrs. Brad Malcolm
Lisa Cathorne
Chris W. Chartand
Patricia Clark
Michelle E. Clark
Stephanie Clements
Tamra Cobbs
Angelia P. Colinger
Sharon C. Conner
Jean T. Cook - In honor of Beth B. Burns
Lisa Cooke

Churches
Calvary Baptist Church WMU Circle
First Christian Church
Forest Presbyterian
Forest Presbyterian Church
Path Finders Fort Hill UMC
Prayer of Faith Temple
Rivermont Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Serenity Circle
St. Thomas Moore Catholic 

Church Serenity Circle

MMiirriiaamm’’ss HHoouussee 1122tthh AAnnnnuuaall
WWoommeenn’’ss LLuunncchheeoonn

Wednesday, May 18th, at Noon
Lynchburg College
Burton Dining Hall

Top Ten Reasons To Attend

1.  Celebrate the ongoing success of
Miriam’s House

2.  Support women empowering
other women

3.  Enjoy great food & Socialization
4.  Take a chance on raffle prizes
5.  Spend time with other like-

minded people
6.  Enjoy the beautiful Lynchburg

College campus 
7.  Hear a compelling story told by

the Mother of a past resident of
MH

8.  Chocolate dessert (no running
out this year!)

9.  Network with other prominent
business leaders

10. Win a special weekend getaway

Tickets are $30 until May 13th
Or, $35 at-the-door

To make your reservation, 
call 847-1101

To purchase tickets online: 
http://miriamshouseprogram.org/ 


